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‘CONCRETE JUNGLE’ UK SCHOOL’S CAMPAIGN TO CREATE THE COUNTRY’S LARGEST WILDLIFE ‘GARDEN’

‘Cool it Schools’ today launches a New National Schools Campaign ‘Concrete Jungle’
Aim: to create 300,000 square meters of Wildlife Space within 26,000 schools

Celebrating International Year of Biodiversity on 19th May
Cool it Schools, the global environmental programme for young people is launching a new initiative to create the biggest wildlife garden in the UK  ‘Concrete Jungle’ as a part of the International Year of Biodiversity. 

Goal
Children from the 26,000 schools across the country can help save Britain’s species by transforming concrete urban spaces, or expanding existing gardens, into 300,000 square meters of new garden space for wildlife.  

Why? 
The world’s biodiversity in crisis, over 40% of amphibians and birds are in decline and mammals have fallen by nearly a third. Extinction rates are now accelerating at 1,000 times the fossil record (normal rate). We need to act immediately to sustain the natural environment, before the chain of life collapses.

Partners
Concrete Jungle is an idea developed in partnership with the Natural History Museum and will be implemented with the help of environmental charity Groundwork. 

Festival of Wildlife Event at The Charter School, SE London (secondary) 
Marking the launch, today (Wednesday 19th) pupils , wildlife experts, conservation experts and young people will come together at a ‘festival of wildlife’. Young members of the School Council’s environmental committee will ‘dig’ the first square meter of Concrete Jungle, sending this children’s network live across the country and creating a national chain of green spaces. 

The very first Concrete Jungle is sponsored by Bradstone, the company responsible for the Olympic stadium and the Wildlife Garden at Chelsea Flower Show They will be helping pupils construct three raised ponds and a ‘boulder bank’ for amphibians, forming a new wildlife study area, which will be open to other schools. 

Official Website & Teacher’s Pack
With the first square foot created, the Concrete Jungle will officially go live on www.coolitschools.com, providing teachers and pupils across the country with an interactive toolkit and teacher’s pack to support the creation of a national green spaces network.  The pack is easy to follow, is adaptable for all ages, includes gardening tips, links to all the conservation trusts and creative projects dreamt up by poets and painters. The pack works across the curriculum. Teachers also get a free online showcase to display projects and document their gardens. 

The Concrete Jungle
Pupils and teachers signing up to the Concrete Jungle campaign will be able to register the dimensions of their gardens at Cool it Schools.com and the Jungle-o-meter will automatically add them together, enabling children to watch the garden grow. If you already have a wildlife garden, you can simply add more to it.  

Quotes
“The aim is to give pupils the inspiration and information they will need to transform a blank canvas of clay into a paradise for nature.  With the help of the environmental charity, Groundwork, pupils will design the garden and we will have it completed by the end of July.” Said David Sheppard, Headteacher, The Charter School.  

Hoagy Cunningham, a member of The Charter School’s ground committee, gave a pupil’s perspective “We love the way this project combines science and design to create an area that is both great for wildlife but also practical and beautiful.  It also addresses the loss of biodiverse environments which is a real threat to our country.” 

Extinction  
Extinction rates are accelerating at1,000 times the fossil record (normal rate). 
Over 40% of the world’s amphibians and birds are in decline. 
The population of wild vertebrate species have fallen by a third.
Coral reef systems are on the verge of collapse.
The consequences of the failure of biodiversity are, loss of food, fresh water, health, recreation and protection from natural disasters.
Biodiversity is integral to global wellbeing. 


For further information

Cool it Schools/ Concrete Jungle: Jane Langley 020 7738 7267 mob 0779 272 6842 jane.langley@ukonline.co.uk    www.coolitschools.com

The Charter School: Lin Proctor 0786 780 6525
 lproctor@charter.southwark.sch.uk

Notes to Editors

· Cool it Schools. com is a free global environmental project for young people, it provides an online showcase, lots of fun projects and information on environmental issues including climate change and is the ‘home’ of the Concrete Jungle initiative, developed for IYB-UK in partnership with the Natural History Museum.

· Concrete Jungle is a country wide initiative to create the country’s biggest wildlife garden, networked across all 26,000 schools in the country. The aim is to increase habitats for the UK’s threatened species to over 300,000 square meters. 

· Biodiversity is the term used to describe the variety of life on earth, plants, animals and micro-organisms including bacteria and viruses. Humans are an integral part of biodiversity.

· About Biodiversity Week: May 22nd marks the International Day for Biological Diversity (IYB). The week from the 17th to the 23nd marks a focal point for IYB. The Concrete Jungle is a schools project so is launching on a school day and rolls out UK wide on the 22nd.


· 2010 has been declared the International Year of Biodiversity by the United Nations. IYB –UK is the UK partnership supporting IYB, based at the Natural History Museum. www.biodiversityislife.net

Event Details 

You are invited to the launch of the Concrete Jungle and a Wildlife Festival

On: Wednesday 19th May
4pm – 6.30pm

At: The Charter School
Red Post Hill 
SE24 9JH

Train: North Dulwich Train Station

Who:
Entry is free – see a range of stalls, get involved in wildlife and art workshops and find out how you and your school could become part of the 
Concrete Jungle – a national project to create the UK’s largest Wildlife Garden. 

• The People’s Trust for Endangered Species and their giant stag beetle plus a range of beetle lodges and how to make them. 
 
• Robin Dean, renowned bee expert. You can also make Bee Hotels in the afternoon. 
 
• Roots and Shoots, the beautiful wildlife garden in Kennington. 
 
• Royal Society for the Protection of Birds,coming with a table and ideas on how to encourage birds in the city centre. 
 
• The environmental charity Groundwork London will be running workshops on making lacewing ladybird homes. 
 
• City & Guilds Art School will be running ‘Drawn from Nature’ so you can try your hand at observational drawing. 
 
• The Horniman Museum – bringing items from their handling session – ideal for the Drawn from Nature activity.activity on the next door stall. 
 
• The Charter School’s own Eco Team will be sharing the plans for The Charter School’s first Concrete Jungle wildlife garden. 
 
• Centre for Wildlife Gardening. Peckham’s luscious green haven for wildlife. 
 
• The Hawk and Owl Trust. We have one tree strong enough for an owl box! 
 
• Natural History Museum – Can you make a pledge for wildlife for the Museum’s pledge garden? 
 
• London Wetlands Centre Barnes will be providing a treasure trail for everyone to join in with as well as bringing a few amphibians along to meet visitors. 
 
• The Cool it Schools Table – The global environmental initiative for young people. Find out about the Concrete Jungle, look at the teacher’s pack. 

. ZSL  An art project run by artist Hatty Morris, who recently created a Big Draw event at the Zoo – find out what Hatty and the young visitors came up with.



Ends






Concrete Jungle is part of the world-wide celebrations of 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity. The diversity of life on earth is crucial for human well-being and now is the time to act to preserve it. Concrete Jungle is an UnLtd award winning project, funded by the Nominet Trust.
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