Method:
1.Using the pliers cut wire into the
following lengths:

2 cm x 42 cm for front and middle legs
1 cm x 45 cm for the rear legs
1 cm x 32 cm for the antenna

2. Bend the wire at the halfway point to
create a !U" shape.

Materials:

1 x washed small drinks carton.

8 x washed small drinks carton straws.

1 x roll of plastic coated garden wire. (Plastic
coated packaging wire can be difPcult to use as
short pieces of wire will need adding together).

Tools:

Pair of long nosed pliers.
Pair of scissors.

Sharp pencil.

Tape measure.




3a. Make sure you use your drinks
carton on its side and squash the
carton 1/3 of the length by pinching
the sides of the carton inwards.

3b. Push the top of the head back
towards the abdomen to create the
ant head and body.

3c. Insert a straw into
the straw hole and
release the pressure
where it was squashed
but still hold the area
pushed in.

Blow through the straw
to linRate" the ant body.

Always keep the
squashed area pressed
in.




4a. Using the 42 cm length of bent IU" shaped wire, wrap the wire around the Ipinched" section.

4bh. Making sure the wire is pulled tight around the pinched section, twist the wire on the underneath of the
carton (ant"s body).




5a. Push a straw over the wire that is attached to the ant body. Make sure the short end of the straw goes
prst, push the straw up to the twisted wire section.

5b. Now bend the wire which sticks out from the end of the straw !leg" with the pliers.




5c. Trim off the excess wire but leave some after the bent section




6. Using 2 straws cut 2.5 cm off the longest straight section of each straw. These short straws become
your two antenna and the 2.5 cm sections left over are used to extend the rear legs.

7a. The 45 cm lengths of wire are added, repeat section 4.




7b. Repeat section 5 but add the 2.5 cm sections of straw to the rear legs.

7c. This will make the rear legs longer then the brst 4 legs.




8a. Make two small holes in the top of the ant"s head using using a sharp pencil.

8b. Create a slight bend on the last piece of wire (the shortest wire).




8c. Push the slightly bent wire through the 2 holes made in the top of the ant"s head.

9. Make sure there is an equal length of wire poking out of the head, then slide the two cut straws onto the
wire. Bend one side of the antenna wire (as you did with your ant"s legs). Using the pliers pull on the second
antenna to create tension. This will help the antenna to stand up (the wire may need to be bent backwards to

get the antenna in the correct position).




10. Using the concertina sections of the straws to create joints, manipulate the wire and straws
to get the legs and antenna into the position you want.

You have now created the incredible recycled Tetra Ant: Look out they"re breeding fast!




Recycled Tetra Ant project was kindly designed for Start Imagining by Spencer Jenkins. When not
making ants Spencer creates beautiful functional sculptures from woven, carved and steamed
wood. Spencer both exhibits his work and runs workshops across the country and has sold work at
Sotheby"s, London.

He runs furniture making courses, demonstrations, community events and outdoor school projects,
building living willow structures, bPgures, sculpture, recycled art and landscaping.

Spencer was awarded Highly Commended for his RHS Show Feature at BBC Gardeners World
Live 2009 !Seed Sitting", which comprises of two giant leaves sculptured into a woven arbour
accommodating stunning white willow seats.

Why not take a look at his work www.spencerjenkins.co.uk
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