
Hi,I’m a Junk 
Marionette from 
The Little Angel 
Theater. Would 
you like to make 
me?



Just follow these 
easy instructions and 
you will end up with 
a fabulous cast of 
characters.

To make a puppet like this spooky Junk Marionette is much easier then you think. Don!t forget you can 
invent your own characters.

Materials:
The templates provided in this pack
1 x thin cardboard box (at least A4 size) 
1 x piece of lightweight fabric or old clothing approximately 50 cm x 100 cm
2 x 2 pence coins for "weighting! the hands
Approximately 3 metres of thick cotton, fishing line or string
Masking tape
3 x small cable ties (optional)
1 x plastic or wire coat hanger

Tools:
Pencil
Scissors
Ruler

To decorate your puppet you might like to use wool for hair, paint or coloured tissue paper for the face and 
hands, glitter, trimmings, anything you can find! 



Method:
1. Cut out the paper templates for the head (below) and the hands. 



2. Draw around the templates onto your piece of card. You will end up with 2 hands and one "square! 
with which to make the head.

3. Use a ruler and pencil to copy the markings from the square template onto your cardboard square. 

4. Cut out the square "head! and hands from the card.



5. Use a sharp pencil, scissors or a 
compass to pierce 3 holes, as 
marked on the template. 

6. Score along the broken lines on the 
"head! with scissors and a ruler and 
fold them inwards.

7. Cut out and discard triangle B.

8. Place triangle A over triangle C.

9. Use masking tape on both sides to 
neatly fix the card in place, forming a 
three sided cube shape (the 
puppet!s head).

triangle B

triangle A

triangle C



10. Bring the parallel 
edges together to 
make the mask 
shape,  pushing 
down the "chin!.

11.  Stick one coin on 
the back of each 
hand with masking 
tape.



12. Decorate the face and hands before you connect them together.



13. Take your piece of fabric and fold 
it in half so that it is doubled and 
roughly square shaped. 

14. Use a pair of scissors to snip two 
tiny holes, approximately 2 cm 
apart, in the centre of the folded 
edge.

15.  Then snip one hole about 2 cm 
in from both of the outside edges. 

16. Use the cable tie or string to  
      attach the head to the centre of 
      the fabric and one hand to each   
      of the outside edges (thumbs
      should be facing upwards.



Stringing the puppet

17. It!s best to work in pairs when stringing a marionette. The person who will be performing with the 
puppet must hold the control (coat hanger) at the height that is comfortable for them. The length 
of the string will depend on the height of the puppeteer and if you want the puppet to reach a 
stage or float through mid-air. 

18. Tie even lengths of string through the holes on each side of the puppet!s head to each side of
       the coat hanger.

19. Join the hands together using one long piece of string, tie one end of the string to each hand, 
      making sure the hands are the desired height on the puppet!s body. This piece of string should
      run over the "hook! of the coat hanger.

!





20. Hold the hanger like this to work your puppet and take a bow, the 
stage is all yours.



The Little Angel Theatre 

 

John Wright, the founder of The Little Angel Theatre was born in South 
Africa in 1906. He travelled to England in 1935 and worked as an assistant 
stage manager for the Ballet Rambert while studying at the Central School of 
Art and Design. It was during this time he saw a puppet performance by 
PodreccaÕs Piccoli and became hooked.  John made his very first puppet in 
1938. 
 
In 1961 John and his troupe found a derelict temperance hall in Islington and 
transformed it into a magical little theatre, specially designed for the 
presentation of marionette shows. It opened on Saturday 24th November 
1961.  This was to be the first purpose built puppet theatre the country had 
seen for many years and the only one with a permanent long string marionette 
bridge constructed backstage.  The bridge was designed for puppeteers to 
stand on while they manipulate long stringed puppets who perform on the 
stage below leaving the audience unable to see the puppeteers.  The original 
bridge is used to this day.  The theatre has a traditional Ôproscenium archÕ and 
seats 100 audience members. 
  
Over the next 30 years, the Little Angel team created and performed over 30 
full-scale shows, with John and his wife Lyndie designing, making, performing 
and directing as they established Little Angel as ÔThe Home of British 
Puppetry.Õ Little Angel shows were taken to 23 International Festivals, 
representing Britain.  John Wright died in 1991 but the work of the theatre 
continued apace.  
 
In 2011 we celebrated our 50th anniversary and continue to programme and 
create work for children, young people and adults all year round.  As well as 
our shows we also run puppet clubs and classes and one off making and 
performing workshops for children of all ages, teenagers and adults (both 
beginners and professionals).  Visit our website to find out more and sign up 
to the mailing list to keep in touch with all the latest news: 
 
www.littleangeltheatre.com 

The Little Angel Theatre tell their story:





Thank you to The Little Angel Theatre for providing this wonderful project for Start Imagining.


